Dear Jim, He ACLU 3/26/74 

It had been my intention to give you an explanation of tbs pointed letters 2 have 
written ACLU people before getting into earthing after yesterday’s nail. Interruptions 
prevented it* I do not now have tine for a full explanation but in the time before I 
awaken 141, a partial explanation* 

It ia not merely that I resent the role in which 1 have boon east, Lor, personal ae 
It may aae», is it really personal* 

Their alienee ia and after bullae ia like a topio sentence* 

I had dealings with the ACLU beginning in the middle 30o* They din sumo good work 
then. This good wo rk was then and too often since baa been a mask for not good, inoldulng 
somo vary anti«deoEQcratio things. The top hierarchy lias been tolab3U.sbatmtarian, in its 
special way* 

Back in the 30s it was part of the red hunt, not leading the fight agairmt It. Sven 
if one assumes that red hunting was a proper endeavor what the ACLU did was very wrong 
because, as always Imp.ens, most victims are not red. However, X considered and consider 
it wrong under any cirouaetuncos* I then woifced with two aaoribora of the board who fought 
a losing fight against what anointed to the aULU'o support of the Diva consittee* That 
business got so bad, so vicious, that one of these ram, a very able and exceudingly 
effective lawyer, was disbarred. 

Trie ma with when I was involved 5ja the fight with Dies, © fight Dioa picked, not I, 
had been an ACLUer and was so olose to its top Icua^ershlp that on their vacations together 
Hagai 1 Baldwin, did what even today would bo regarded as unsavorily, displayed himself to tills 
friend's wife* I was writing a book on Dies and that wa« ay crime. hhea a law was actually 
passed to gat this friend and me, the ACLU was silent. When we et worst were doing no more 
than exercising firot-axaondsant rights and Wei's Jiailed before a grand jury for it, there 
was no aCLU lawyer who would represent us. in fact, we haci a helluva job getting a lawyer, 
even though ay friend could pay. 

ho wsui one of the pre-eminent redhaitera of that day, Gardner ’Tat" Jaokson, then 
lobbyist for Labor's Nonpartisan League, curlier public relations director of the Sacco- 
Vanaetti committee. "b then knew inuikfurther. X mot ^miklurter and others through him. 
Including quite a list of the projadUumt lawyers of tlmt day, a number later federal judges, 
so m still x r)5pbaiinent in law schools* 0 no Was ^ean Achoaon* The first palco we wont for a 
lawyer was Achoson’a law firm* Drew Pmnson finally got Ms firm, Uma senior partner 
named Aoborto, to represent ua* Edgar Turlington, a fine conservative gentlenan, did the 
work* ife was with mo at one of ths series of Dies executive sessions before whioh 2 was. 

It is ho who come when the FSB locked tic in its offices in an effort to get ae to sign a 

false, incriminating statement. (That was the beginning of ay education in saying ’'no" 
and not changing! ) When the overt Dies attack on ua was bracketed with blackmailing the 
USAttomoy by holding up his appointment to a federal judgeship (Dave Fine) and oma upon 
sq»g speeches on the floor of Congress and the aCLU divorced itself and I was relatively 
young, I saw a different face than the AUtU presents in public. . .. . . 

Skipping to the sum ser of 1966, I took David Isbell, of tlie Oovin^-S^pfi^firti)- 
again AoJieson’s , to the Arohlves a;;vernl tiiaoe. With shat I hod by then learned of tiie 
Saprudor film, it shook 14m, I asked for ACLtJ ropreBontatlon in seeking eunpressed evidence 

withhold from me. I ? 01 Itad boon pasaetl. I was told to wit© Kcnroe Freeman a letter. To date 

there hud been no responau. What Ioboll then did reflects the impression ha took from the 
Archives and uy work* he stmt m to another JiCLU lawyer named Kockofellor, on 19th St., 

I think perhaps the Associations Bldg., so he would know me and pepi'Oeent me if and when the 
Feobion came after tie! Par.moid they could be, principled they were not. 

In ay view all the history of the FQI law would have been different if it had boon 
tooted before. Kixon started reordoring the courts. I hold the ACLU responsible, it copped out. 

Xou know that bud aado an effort with me, as I recall at least twice with him and 
Spsieer. Once he took us to lunch at Chez Francois, Dud correctly wtlolpated that they 
would not touch any principled cam tliat dealt with aeeaeoinations . They sox* and were hungup 
on this* 2 am sure this is the reason they would not touch FOX oases for me. 



Skipping to ilia more immediate, to iihattuck and others. 

bntil %rylend parsed Its dublona and deceptive qi a law I oould walk safely only 
by carrying a gun* T]va State Police atoually told ao to whan I reported attacks on np 
by dogs running loose In violation of locfil ordinances* Vicious dogs, the manhood symbols 
of the local radical right. 

Vlith the passing of the law, I applied for a permit. I do qualify* Bgefci But the FBI's 
files are ’’conDUlted." There la not only a complete setting of the qualifications but there 
is also nothing in ny record that nnye I should not get a pored. t« If X naked for it to 
carry money I’d get it. I was? turned down. *o hearing. I appealed and. got a rubt«r~otatap 
rejection. So duo process, not even the, pra tones. X then asked aCBU help. They refused 
because they arc against guns. They can t be more against them than X as. But* because they 
donJHb like guns they have no interest ifl such arcane matters as due process. And they have 
also become part ;>f a cruel hoax, tlv.it the gun law weans anything. 

I saw Shattuck last %y. In earlier correspoadcnce he had not been encouraging* I 
dropped into hia office oarly ©no morning, before he /jot there, and he saw me* At the end 
of the seating he was oncouragi ng and somewhat excited. As I loft lie introduced m to V/ulff 
and -told Wulff that he bad asked m to write a long memo on what X asked of tluaa, taking 
tha on o of which you know, of federal intrusion into ny rights. And I hod spelled out 
that it hold the possibility of taking VO-r&lated depositions. When I say spelled out I 
mean completely enough, with names and dates* 

Southing happened between that mooting and his response to the long latter X wrote 
as soon aa I got home. lie then complained that it was long and said no. 

The/Ythoy take cases like •Xiorg© Mo^iXlan's? 

% long history tells me that when anyone connected with the ACBtf leaderships sees 
m a£x or if he doesn’t know of m loama, the collective coaaci $m& is offended and in 
order for them to justify thonsclvea, I have to be villainous. 

To put tills another way, where 1 am coneeiacd, there is little prospect they will do 
anything. Their halpl could uoo. There is a clear history of polite and proper appra/johes 
never working with them. The alternative to the method I liavc used is doing nothing 
with them. So, X $ko the rough effort, nut expecting anything cod with nothing to loss if 
it does not work. 

• |, cid with the advantage of leaving a record when it doesn’t. 

Maybe, souse clay, oao of them will be emb a rrns£ied enough. 

Minor aspects 

X knew A1 Wiria in tl 10 laid 30a. He was then 'with the BLUB anu worked as an invest!** 
gator for the cocudttecs for which I worked. He got a little activist when he was investi- 
gating UGa for us. % way part of the laves t&gatloii. % is the on© who went to their offices 
He leaked some of what he got for tJ«o Senate to .Tin Carey of the union. % got in trouble 
for it. I don't recall how but 1 wad of minor help to him. T ha fact, legardiess of this, 
is that we were friendly and did know each other. 

After he retired X wrote him asking if he would undertake to try to got me, so mo money 
owed me in Boa Angelas* hasn’t had tho simple decency to respond. And ho can t live in 
Bos Angeles and not have hoard of the work X have been doing, my tippenrancea th§rs have 
been that nuiacroua on radio and TV, 

In sumary, X know on Add) that is not consistent with its public imago. 



